DEPARTMENT OF SLAVIC  LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES
U  n  i  v  e  r  s  i  t  y     o  f     P  i  t  t  s  b  u  r  g  h

Advanced Russian 2 

Spring  Semester 2011 

Time: …………. M W F   12.00P.M.-12.50 P.M.
Classroom:……...M W F  352  CL
Instructor:………Ljiljana Duraskovic

Office:………….. 1421 CL
Telephone: ………(412) 624-5906
E-mail:…………...ljiljana@pitt.edu
Office Hours:…….M W  1.30-2.30 P. M. & by appointment
Required Textbooks: Olga Kagan, Frank Miller and Ganna Kudyma, В пути, (textbook, workbook-second edition), Pearson Education, NJ
*Additional material will be provided by instructor
Foreign Language Course Goals: Foreign language courses develop your skills in communication across ethnic, cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and help you develop an understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought.

Learning Objectives: During this course you will review your knowledge of basic Russian morphology and syntax, by focusing on the four language skills, namely speaking, listening, reading, and writing.  You will familiarize yourself with the Russian cultures even more and increase your ability to use effective strategies for language learning and communication.  In addition, you will describe cultural differences in countries other than your own, and demonstrate an appreciation of these differences.
The instructor’s role: As a language teacher I will do my best to make our time in the classroom interesting, inspiring, and productive. We will evaluate the result at the end of the semester.
The Students’ role: By registering for this course, you have chosen an opportunity to learn a major East Slavic language. The learning process requires your complete cooperation inside and outside the classroom. Participation and Attendance is crucial for your success in this course not only because of the percentage it carries in the final grade, but also because poor participation and frequent absences negatively affect your overall performance in all other aspects of the course. This course is participatory in nature and your presence and preparation to participate in class are crucial to your success.
Participation is graded daily.  To receive full points for participation you must come to class prepared (having completed the assigned readings and exercises) and you must be willing to participate in classroom activities.  

Attendance affects your grade by lowering your participation and homework points. If you must miss a class, you can still receive your homework points if you turn in your work on time. In addition, any student who misses more than three classes (i.e., one week) will have his final grade lowered by one full letter grade.  Any student who misses more than three classes must have an excuse (doctor, etc.) or your instructor will write a report (the consequence can result in failing the course). Be sure to obtain information on any class material you missed or additional homework assignments from the instructor or your classmates.

Homework: Homework will be assigned on a daily basis and assessed on a daily on a scale from 0 to 5.

Last, but – by no means – least, your own ideas are always more than welcome – only through open and creative interaction can we hope that to be successful. 

Please feel free to ask for clarification on any part of the syllabus or other instructor’s explanations.
Conversation and Presentation Sessions: There will be three conversation sessions and two presentation sessions in Russian after each lesson (check your tentative syllabus).

Students must prepare for each conversation and presentation session. Students will use special forms for writing, their discussion plans and ideas provided for them by the instructor. The discussion plans and ideas must be written in Russian. The form should be submitted to the instructor after each conversation or presentation  session. Both the discussion plans and student’s participation in discussions will be graded thus providing the final grade for a conversation session on a scale from 0 to 10.

Paper: Students are required to write a short paper in Russian. Students will discuss a topic with the instructor.

In submitting the paper, students should follow the given list of deadlines:

1. Wednesday, January 26, 2011: submit the first draft of the paper;

2. Monday, February 28, 2011: submit the second draft of the paper;

3. Monday, April 18, 2011: submit the third and final version of the paper.

The paper will be graded on a scale from 0 to 10.

Tests: There will be five tests (exams) during the semester and a final exam. There will be two oral quizzes  during the semester (to be scheduled later). The instructor may conduct short written quizzes, but only with the prior announcement.

Your final grade will be calculated according to the following scale:

5 Tests ……...………………………………………….  40%

Final Test ……………………………………………… 10%

Conversation Sessions and Presentations……………. 15%

Written Homework ………………………………….... 10%

Class Participation and attendance …………………....15%
Paper ……………………………………………………..10%

and your final percentage will determine your final grade, as follows:

93-100 A
88-89 B+
78-79 C+
68-69 D+

90-92 A-
83-87 B
73-77 C
65-67 D



80-82 B-
70-72 C-
64&below 
***Note: At the end of the semester students are required to take an Oral Proficiency Interview. The result of this Interview will not in any way influence your grade (if you have any question about this test, talk to your instructor).

Tentative Classroom Syllabus

Lesson 7
Wednesday, January 5, 2011
1. Introduction – Давайте познакомимся!
2. Как описать человека (TB p. 156-160)

Homework
Write an essay and describe your favorite person: make sure to include all basic information (profession, education, age, physical description). The main part of your essay should describe the character of your favorite person, explanation why that person is your favorite, how you two spend time together, etc.
Friday, January 7, 2011
1. Театр (Малый театр) (TB p. 169)

Глаголы: насчитывать, находиться, бывать, пожелать (TB. pp. 168-169) 
    2. Participles (Причастия)- Present and Past Active Participles
(TB pp. 168-171)
Homework

Put the following verbs  насчитывать, находиться, бывать, пожелать in the Present Tense and  Past Tense. Provide one sentence for each of those verbs. 
       -S.A.M:  p.141, ex. 7-1; p.143, ex. 7-4.

       -Reading Exercise (additional handout)
Monday, January 10, 2011
1. Using Present and Past Active Participles

(TB pp. 171-172)
2. Listening exercise 

Homework

-S.A.M:  p.142, ex. 7-2, 7-3; p. 143. ex.7-5
       - Writing exercise:Write a paragraph about your theatre’s experience. You are asked to write a review about the play you recently saw in Pittsburgh (or any other city) for Russian newspapers.  Include the following information: when and where you went to the theatre, what you have seen there, what that play was about, describe the theatre inside and your impressions. Also, tell us your opinion about the play, actors etc. (why you like it or do not like it, why you would recommend it to your friend or not). 
Wednesday, January 12, 2011
1.Музыка
(TB pp. 173-174)

Глаголы: признать, исполнять, поставить, ограничить,открыть 
2. Passive Participles
(TB pp. 174-176)
Homework

-S.A.M:  p.144, ex. 7-6, p.147, ex.7-9, p.147. ex.7-12.

- Reading Exercise (additional handout)
Friday, January 14, 2011
1.Passive Participles
(TB pp. 174-176)
2.  Listening Exercise
3.  Reading Exercise
Homework

 -S.A.M:  p.145, ex. 7-8, p.146, ex.7-11, p.148, ex.7-14.
- Writing exercise: Write an email to your Russian friend: say what kind of music you like to listen, what your favorite singer/band is and why. You should include information about the concert you attended recently. Describe the event. Also, say what kind of music is popular among young people in the United States today and why.  Your friend would be more than happy to hear your opinion how music in the US is influenced by different cultures. Also, ask your friend to tell you what young people in Russia like to listen. Ask about his/her favorite music.  
Wednesday, January 19, 2011
2. Балет
(TB pp. 177-179)
Verbal Adverbs (TB pp.178-179)

Homework
-S.A.M:  p.148, ex. 7-15, 149, ex.7-16

-Combining all information you already said about music and theatre, write an essay in Russian in which you will discuss the role of art (music, theatre, ballet) in peoples’ lives today (use your additional handouts). Compare the role of art today and in the past.
‘Роль искусства  (музыки, тетра, балета) в нашей жизни сегодня’

Friday, January 21, 2011 
РАЗГОВОР 1 (Театр, Музыка, Балет)

Homework
-S.A.M:  p.149, ex. 7-17, p.150, ex.7-18

       -Finish your essay and submit it!
Monday, January 24, 2011
TEST 1
