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office 1421 CL

Office hours Tu 12:30-1:30 PM and W 4:30-5:30 PM
COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is designed to help students to develop better conversational skills in Russian, to overcome the psychological hurdle of speaking Russian in a group.  Students will choose a play by a Russian playwright and stage it. We will read and discuss characters and their lines; learn new vocabulary, and analyze it the cultural context. Students will practice and act out monologues and dialogues, enrich their vocabulary, and participate in situations that simulate everyday Russian life.  Furthermore, students will continue to become acquainted with Russian culture.  

All students who complete this course successfully will gain the ability to hold conversations in Russian on more complicated, sometimes controversial or abstract, topics such as Russian politics, history, ecology, business, youth problems, and social problems.  The important part of this course will include watching and discussing Russian films, which will help to develop the skills to comprehend and gain useful information from visual text and to polish Russian pronunciation. 

EVALUATION AND GRADES:

Attendance                                           20%

Classroom participation                        60%

Homework                                           10%

Final test                     

             10% 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

The text of the chosen play will be provided by the instructor.



COURSE METHODOLOGY

This course will be structured in an oral practicum format and will meet once a week.  All instruction in the course will be conducted ONLY in Russian and students must express their questions/responses in Russian as well. 

In this class, you will practice your oral skills in Russian, review what you have learned from Russian grammar, build up a vocabulary useful in everyday communication with Russians, create dialogues with fellow students, and will comment on the films you will have watched at home.  

Students experiencing problems in the course are strongly encouraged to make an appointment with the instructor.  The instructor will be more than happy to discuss any aspect of the class with you including language learning strategies, study habits, where to seek additional opportunities to practice your Russian, or Russian culture in general. 

